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Focus on biolinguistics — Focus in theoretical linguistics 

 
This talk will address focus systems in grammar. On the basis of a discussion of the properties of the 
expression of focus in two closely rela ted varieties of Greek (Standard Modern Greek and Cypriot Greek), 
coupled with a comparison to English, I will offer some preliminary remarks on the focus system from a 
biolinguistic perspective. More narrowly, I will also offer a novel analysis of cleft structures, this time 
applied to basic English it-clefts, extended to focus clefts in Cypriot Greek, and further adapted to wh-
questions and more general predication structures. My proposal is intended to offer a contribution to both 
theoretical linguistics (by being couched in current minimalist theorizing) and biolinguistics as commonly 
understood (in this case, what possibilities grammar makes available and how they vary). 
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Biolinguistics: The “third factor” in evolution and variation 
 
Biolinguistics studies language as a biological system and, as such, investigates language in the traditional 
areas of biology: form/function, development and evolution.  The biolinguistic perspective concerns itself 
with the interplay between what Chomsky has termed the “three factors” in language design: 1) genetic 
endowment, 2) experience and 3) principles not specific to the faculty of language. We will consider the 
role of principles such as symmetry, which are non-domain specific and non-species specific, but which 
can contribute to the variation in biological systems seen in development and evolution. 
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On the limits of computation 

 
I will explore some aspects of the question: 'What range of properties of the human language 
faculty can be ascribed to its computational component?' 
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